
Final Destination: God 

John 17 

 

Who prays for you? When it comes to the most critical moments of life, who 

do you want to pray for you? Someone close to God. What if Jesus Himself 

were to pray for you?  

 

The entire chapter of John 17 is a prayer which Jesus prays to the Father on 

behalf of His disciples. It’s a prayer that builds upon the life and teachings of 

Jesus in the previous 16 chapters. And so what I’d like to do today is just 

briefly summarize chapter 17 for you and then look back and review some 

earlier themes throughout John that will help us understand what Jesus is 

praying for His disciples and us.  

 

� He begins with a clear and succinct definition of eternal life in vs. 3: 

“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” And so eternal life is found in a 

relationship of knowing God and Jesus (you can’t have one without 

the other) in a way that is personal. Not just as an acquaintance but in 

deep personal experience.  

 

� Then in vs. 6, Jesus says that He has manifested God’s name to the 

disciples. God’s name represents His character, His nature, all that 

He is. And so in essence Jesus has revealed the Father to them 

through His own life and teaching.  

 

� And they have received that word of revelation.  

 

• vs. 6: “They have kept Your word” 

• vs. 8: “for the words which you gave Me I have given to 

them; and they received them and truly understood that I 

came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.” 

 

� The result of receiving/embracing Jesus as the revelation of God has 

resulted in a unique relationship with Jesus and His Father.  

 

What I have just summarized so far from John 17 is also summarized in John 

chapter 1. In the very first verse, He begins by identifying Jesus as the Word 

which is God, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.” (John 1:1).  And so Jesus came as the revelation of 

God. Then in John 1:10-13 John writes, “He was in the world and the world 

was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 

own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 

those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”  

 

So, eternal life is knowing God; Jesus has revealed God to them; they 

believed that revelation; And therefore they have entered into a relationship 

of knowing God that we call eternal life.  

 

� Now Jesus goes on in John 17 to say that He has been the vital link 

to the disciple’s relationship with the Father. But now He is going to 

leave the world. “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your 

name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of 

them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be 

fulfilled. But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the 

world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.”       

(vs. 12-13) 

 

� And so Jesus goes on to ask the Father to now keep them in His 

name—to keep them in this relationship with God. 

 

� In vs. 14-21, Jesus asks the Father not to take them out of the world 

which hates them, but to send them into the world while keeping 

them from the evil one. And the way in which they will be sheltered 

from the evil one and the world is by the “word of truth.” And so 

Jesus prays that the Father will sanctify them in His word of truth so 

that as they go into the world, the world would also believe in Jesus 

for eternal life.  

 

 



� Then in the final verses of chapter 17, Jesus prays on behalf of those 

who would believe through the disciple’s word, including us. The 

focal point of His prayer for us is a distinct oneness that is a mirror 

image of the oneness between the Father and the Son: “that they may 

all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they 

also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 

may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they 

may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent 

Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” (vs. 21-23) 

 

There is a chain of four interrelated relationships in John 17 that we must 

understand: 

1. The Father’s relationship with Jesus, which is to be replicated in… 

2. Jesus relationship with the disciples, which is to be replicated in… 

3. The disciples’ relationship to one another. 

4. Finally, the disciples’ relationship to the world should replicate Jesus 

relationship to the world (vs. 14). 

 

So, if our relationship with one another is to reflect Jesus’ relationship to us 

and His relationship to the Father, then we need a clear picture of how Jesus 

related to the Father. Jesus’ relationship to the Father is a clear picture of 

what it means to know God in eternal life.  

 

So my goal now is to take you on a guided tour throughout John, simply 

tracing Jesus’ relationship with the Father so that we can understand where 

He is leading us. 

 

I will be your GPS. The gospel of John will be our roadmap. And as we 

travel along, we are going to be observing the landscape of what it means to 

walk with God so that we will learn the route that we are to travel with Jesus 

and one another. But first we must enter some important data to get us 

oriented in the right direction.  

 

� Eternal life, our final destination, is knowing God and Jesus in a true 

relationship of oneness. Our destination is not just a place; it’s a 

person: Jesus. God Himself is the goal of our lives.  

� We are lost because sin has separated us from God (Isaiah 59:2), 

therefore eternal life has been lost.  

 

The essence of sin is an independent spirit in which we rebel against 

God’s laws on the road of life. This independence is nothing less 

than wanting to take the place of God over our own lives.  

 

Let me cite some evidence for this deadly independence of sin: 

 

a. The fall of Lucifer or Satan (Ezek 28; Isa 14):  

Lucifer became prideful and said in His heart, “I will make 

myself like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:14). In other words, I will 

rule myself independently of God. But his sin cost him being 

cast out of heaven, separated from the God of life.  

 

b. The fall of man (Genesis 3) 

Satan brought the same temptation to Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden, luring them to eat from the forbidden tree 

claiming that they would be like God. They believed that the 

knowledge of good and evil would allow them to rule their own 

lives independently of God yet cost them being banned from the 

Garden of Eden, separated from the blessing of God’s presence. 

 

c. The temptation of Christ (Matt. 4) 

Satan used the same scheme when He tempted Christ in the 

wilderness. Three times he provoked Jesus to work 

independently of the Father, yet every time Jesus resisted the 

lure of independence out of loyalty to His Father’s Word. Jesus 

maintained perfect oneness with His Father by living His earthly 

life in absolute dependence on the Father and obedience to His 

will.  

 

This is the same subtle temptation that Satan will bring to us. He will 

lure us to live independently of God. And since the fall of Adam this 

has become our natural inclination. 

 

 



An independent spirit is displayed: 

� Every time we make plans without consulting God 

� Every time we rebel against authority over us 

� through a lack of prayer 

� anytime we push our own agendas  

 

All other sins originate from an independent spirit: 

� Rejecting God’s authority to rule 

� building all of life around me 

� reserving for myself the right to make final decisions 

� When I lie, I act independently of God who is true 

� When I commit immorality, I act independently of God who 

is pure  

� When I steal, I act independently of God who is provider. 

 

And this is the independent spirit that Jesus came to rescue us from by living 

a life of absolute conformity to God’s will and giving His life as a ransom for 

us.  

 

Now let’s begin our guided tour through John: 

 

� John 1:1 

� John 4:34 

� John 5:19 

� John 5:30 

� John 5:36 

� John 6:38 

� John 7:16 

� John 8:26-29 

� John 8:54 

� John 9:4 

� John 10:17-18 

� John 10:30, 38 

� John 12:49-50 

� John 14:10 

 

Jesus maintained perfect oneness with His Father by living His earthly life in 

absolute dependence on the Father and obedience to His will. This explains 

why being saved from our sins can only come through relationship of 

absolute dependence on Jesus, where we forsake our independence and enter 

into an abiding relationship with Jesus. Good works cannot save us because 

they can still be done independently of God. The question is, where are you 

walking in relationship to God?  

 

We rightly emphasize that believing in Jesus is how a person is saved—and 

John’s gospel more than any other emphasizes belief. Yet if you say you 

believe in Jesus but the pattern of your life is to walk independently of Him, 

you have not yet discovered true essence of faith. Belief in the Bible is 

relational. Saving faith is preceded by repentance, and that repentance is 

laying down our sinful independence to Jesus as Lord and being reconciled 

to God.  

 

It’s really important for us to see the pattern of Jesus’ life because when we 

come to John 14 & 15, something significant happens. Jesus begins to pass 

the baton of His ministry to His disciples. In 14:12-14 He makes a staggering 

remark: “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I 

do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to 

the Father. Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.” 

The disciples are to carry on the very ministry that Jesus has been doing yet 

to a greater extent as it is multiplied through them by the Spirit.  

 

Chapters 14 & 16 describe the role of the Spirit making all of this possible. 

But Chapter 15, the very heart of John’s gospel, describes how the disciples 

are to abide in Him in the same manner that He abides in the Father. In other 

words, our relationship with Jesus is to mimic Jesus’ relationship with the 

Father—a relationship void of independence.  A relationship of dependence 

on Christ, submission to Christ, and deepening fellowship and intimacy with 

Christ. A life lived in response to the Lord rather than by our own initiative. 

That means a life saturated with prayer and delight in God’s Word as we 

seek to follow Him closely.  

 



So as we come to John 17 where Jesus prays that we may be one even as He 

and the Father are one, it must begin with our relationship to Christ. We will 

not experience oneness with one another until we lay down our independent 

spirit in submission to Christ.  

 

When we yield to Christ as our Head, we begin to harmonize with one 

another because our focus is no longer on the kingdom of self but the 

kingdom of Christ.  

  

Unity is never found in merely pursuing unity. It is found when each member 

of the body of Christ surrenders His independence to the headship of Jesus. 

 

Now, let’s return to the big picture of John 17 again. Here Jesus prays not 

only for His disciples, but also for you. His desire is for you to walk in a 

quality relationship of eternal life. That means that the final destination that 

you are to pursue in your life is not just heaven, but God Himself. He is to be 

the joy and delight of your heart just as we see in the life of Jesus.  

 

Jesus came to us as the revelation of God so that we could know Him and 

have eternal life. When we receive Jesus as the Son of God who laid down 

His life to pay for the penalty of our sinful independence, we begin a 

relationship with Jesus that reconciles us to God.  

 

Jesus prayer, the passion of His heart, is that the Father keep us in that 

relationship of oneness with Him and that it be reflected in the quality of our 

relationships with one another so that the world will see the truth and life of 

Jesus in us.  

 

You were created for a singular destination in life. Your destination is God.  

Is it evident in how you walk in each day clinging to Jesus hand?  

 

This life of abiding in Jesus will not blossom as a result of duty or obligation, 

but as you learn to delight in the Lord with all your heart.  


